It is invalid to speak of the birth, growth and death of
civilizations. What is meant by the decline and death of
Egyptian, Greek, Roman, Assyrian and other civilizations? All
the traits of any of these cultures were not born at the same
time or integrated into an organic union, to die at the same
time. Each culture trait was born independently of the otheis,
was perhaps invented by a different person at a different
place and time. It is a coincidence that they were all together
at any particular time and place and in particular relations
to one another. Each trait had its independent career, and
may survive for a longer or shorter period or for ever,
irrespective of other traits. Some, like moral concepts, never
die. Others, like the oil-lamp, survive until displaced by
more efficient traits, like electricity* Others still like slavery,
a culture trait of ancient Greece,   are  dying  out.  The
achievements of Archimedes, another so-called Greek trait,
survive: and will survive.   The city-state may have disap-
peared, but democracy survives. If we make a list of all the
culture-traits which existed in any particular area at any
given time and make a similar list at a subsequent time, we
shall know which of the traits have disappeared and which
have survived and which have been added in the meanwhile.
It is like population. At any time in any area there are a
number of people. Some were just born, other are in middle
age and still others in their decline. If the census enumeration
is made some time later, the older people will have perhaps
disappeared, the middle-aged one will have grown old, and
the newrborn ones will have become youths and there will be
new individuals born since the last enumeration. The only
difference between the two  is that all human individuals
must die sooner or later, while all culture-traits need not
necessarily die. Scientific facts and moral values, may survive
indefinitely*